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and repeated throughout the gallery, from textile-
based paintings and a wall mural with neons to 
custom steel instruments • or “sounders” • which 
are activated by performers. to reverberate tenderly 
explores what is possible in a sonic space, by both  
evocative works and performance. 

Those instruments are not a visitor-activated 
experience, but several concerts are being planned 
in the museum that will use them, McNeil said. 
She and the staff are working on offering a sound 
experience, possibly by speakers, listener stations 
or video.  The exhibition is organized by the 
Queens Museum, New York, and Lindsey Berfond, 
assistant curator. 

Florida Contemporary 2025-26
October 2025 

through June 2026
This annual exhibition presents three notable 

artists practicing in Florida.  

There and Here: New Perspectives 
of the Permanent Collection

January 26 through 
multiple years

In celebration of The Baker Museum’s 25th 
anniversary, this exhibition, co-curated with a 
regional advisory committee, features highlights 
and rarities from the permanent collection. 
Through the art and programs planned around it, 
the hope is to demonstrate how people preserve 
their identities and connections to their ancestry, 
despite geographical dislocation. 

There and Here is organized by Artis—Naples, 
The Baker Museum. It is co-curated by Dianne 
Brás-Feliciano, curator of modern art, along 
with a regional  advisory committee of people 
involved in the arts • Magdiell Antequera and 
Donald Sutton, both of Naples; Tara Backhouse, 
Clewiston; Tayina Deravile, Fort Lauderdale; 
Lisette Morales, Bonita Springs; William “Popeye” 
Osceola, the Miccosukee Tribal Reservation; 
and Annabelle Tometich, Fort Myers. McNeil 
and museum staff members Sophie Bennett and 
Casandra Ruanova assisted. 
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artisnaples.org or 239.597.1900

Naples Pier beach cleanup
9:30-11 a.m. April 26 at Naples Pier, 25 12th Ave. S., Naples. Healthy 

Earth organization is sponsoring a community cleanup on the 
Naples beach to help clear trash left over from Hurricane Milton. 
The group suggests volunteers bring reuseable water bottles and 
wear comfortable clothes, including sun protection such as a hat 
and sunglasses. Garden gloves may be helpful too. The organization 
is offering the tools needed, sunblock, water refill jug, light snacks 
and designated team members who take pictures and ensure safety. 
Reserve a spot at eventbrite.com; type in Naples Pier Cleanup.

Lifesaving luxe brunch
11:15 a.m. April 26 at Sails Restaurant, 301 Fifth Ave S., Naples. 

Brunch, Champagne and both a silent auction and live auction from 
Dunkin’s Diamonds benefits the Florida Drowning Prevention 
Foundation, which educates adults and children about water 
safety and funds swim lessons, lifeguard training and water safety 
instructors. There’s indoor and outdoor seating available on request as 
available. $195. Tickets: floridadrowningpreventionfoundation.com

Holocaust Remembrance Day, Yom HaShoah
4 p.m. April 27 at Temple Shalom, 4630 Pine Ridge Road, Naples. 

The Jewish Federation of Naples hosts a Holocaust remembrance 
event with the theme “For a Better Future” this year. There will 
be a service, candle-lighting ceremony to honor those killed in the 
holocaust and remarks from clergy, survivors and their descendants. 
This is a free event. jewishnaples.org or 239.263.4205 
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Bringing high-quality fashion to Naples

A small women-owned business 
is trying to revolutionize Naples 
and put its fashion scene on the 
map.  

Roberta Baranek is the founder 
of the new Naples Fashion Week. 
She spent two years building the 
brand to make it presentable, 
unique and interesting for fashion 
aficionados around the area.  

“We have a lot of younger people 
moving to Naples, and I think that 
this really speaks to that demo-
graphic,” Baranek said.  “Anybody 
that loves luxury, that loves fash-
ion, that loves to be a part of the 
Naples community, and just people 
that like to get dressed up and go to 
something different and cool and 
unique.”  

To experience a high-luxury and 
high-quality fashion show, most 
people would have to travel out of 
the state or out of the country. She 
wanted to bring that feeling close 
to home by designing an event 
comparable to a New York or Paris 
Fashion Week in the heart of Na-
ples. 

“Naples is my home, and I’ve 
been coming here since the day I 
was born. I believe that our com-
munity is amazing. I think we are 
lacking a little bit of fashion,” Ba-
ranek said. “I really want to bring a 

fashion component to Naples, and 
I think this is a great way to kick it 
off.” 

Event attendee Christine Ab-
bott said she appreciated the way 
something like this was introduced 

locally. 
“I want to support local, and 

that’s a big thing, because I’m local 
and I have three local businesses, 
so that’s a big deal to me, and I like 
to see what people are wearing. It’s 

kind of fun,” Abbott said. 
To accomplish this ambitious 

feat, Baranek spent six months 
planning, finding designers from 
across the world, staff, models 
and catering. The week, begin-
ning March 30, was packed with 
four fashion shows showcasing dif-
ferent designers and brands. The 
festivities culminated April 5 with 
the fifth and grand finale show at 
Ferrari of Naples.  

“It’s one of the most iconic car 
brands in the world so I figured, 
why not bring the luxury of the car 
world into a local dealership and 
then also bring in high couture, 
luxury fashion?” Baranek said.  

Throughout the week, Baranek 
and her team saw event success. 
Every show was sold out. This was 
something she was very proud of 
since she worked on it for so long.  

Vincent Guza, an attendee from 
New Jersey, came to the fashion 
show because someone invited 
him, but he still has a passion for 
fashion.  

“I like stealing ideas for myself. 
It’s a lot of fun, actually, men or 
women,” he said. “I like seeing col-
or schemes. I like seeing contrast.” 

The grand finale event show-
cased clothing from two interna-
tional designers, Rosita Hurtado 
and Carlos Merchan, who designed 
collections specifically to be mod-
eled on the 120-foot runway that 
evening.  

“[It’s] something super cool and 
unique, a normal runway is not that 
large,” Baranek said. “To have cou-
ture designers fly in and make col-
lections specifically for a runway in 
a small town is pretty cool. Things 
like that normally only happen in 
big cities like LA and New York.” 

About 20 models were hired to 
display the fashion from Hurtado 
and Merchan. Models Payton Wise, 
Ali Haney and Emerson Elliott all 
modeled for Carlos Merchan, and 
they were excited to do so. 

“It’s really fun to get to wear 
things that are kind of outside of 
your comfort zone, and to meet 
new people, and it’s fun to get 
glammed up too,” Wise said.  

Though Baranek draws her in-
spiration from larger cities where 
fashion shows are more popular, 
she doesn’t want to replicate them 
exactly and would like to see Na-
ples stand out in its own way. 

“I really think that Naples is 
changing in a good way; we don’t 
want it to be Miami, we don’t want 
it to be something it’s not,” Ba-
ranek said. “I think it’s going to 
be really cool and successful for 
all of us that are hoping for better 
shopping, better brands, better  
experiences.”  

Baranek says there might be an-
other show in the fall but, regard-
less, plans to do Naples Fashion 
Week at least once a year going for-
ward.  

By Larissa Rodriguez

Sculptor Joel Shapses, here with some of his works, is opening his indoor-
outdoor sculpture garden for a National Sculpture Day event April 24. 

Contributed photo

“Arrieros somos” (Mule Drivers are We), Guillermo Meza, 1944, Oil on canvas, 20-by-24 inches. Artis—Naples, The Baker Museum.  
Gift of Harry Pollak. Photo courtesy Artis—Naples
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A model walks the runway wearing Carlos Merchan’s clothing. Merchan is an 
international designer from Colombia who made fashion specifically for this event. 

Photo by Larissa Rodriguez


